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CertHE 120 credits at FHEQ Level 4 

DipHE 240 credits in total, including 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 4 and 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 5 

DipHE with placement year (including 
thick, thin and ‘compressed’ 
sandwich degrees) 

360 credits in total, including 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 4 and 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 5 and 
120 credits of placement-associated assessment, 
normally at FHEQ Level 5 

Foundation Degree 240 credits in total, including 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 4 and 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 5 

Ordinary Bachelors Degree 300 credits in total, including  
at least 100 credits at FHEQ Level 5, and 
80 credits at FHEQ Level 6 

Ordinary Bachelors Degree with 
placement year (including thick, thin 
and ‘compressed’ sandwich degrees) 

420 credits in total, including  
at least 100 credits at FHEQ Level 5 and 
120 credits of placement-associated assessment, 
normally at FHEQ Level 5 and 
80 credits at FHEQ Level 6 

Honours Bachelors Degree 360 credits in total, including 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 4 and 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 5 and 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 6 

Honours Bachelors Degree with 
placement year (including thick, thin 
and ‘compressed’ sandwich degrees) 

480 credits in total, including 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 4 and 
120 credits at FHEQ Level 5 and 
120 credits of placement 
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120 credits at FHEQ Level 6 and 
240 credits at Level 7 

10. Senate may permit programme specifications, for progression and award purposes 
only, to treat the credit associated with a defined assessment block as equivalent to credit at 
one Level higher or lower than that defined in the assessment block outline. Senate will 
permit credit to be counted in this way only where it is satisfied that to do so is consistent 
with the learning outcomes for the relevant award. 

11. Where approved by Senate, programmes may be offered with the addition of an 
integrated foundation year. Successful completion of the foundation year will permit 
progression to FHEQ Level 4 of a programme leading to an award. 

12. Senate may approve awards which exceed these normal expectations with regard to 
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31. Exemptions (other than those based on Brunel credit) may UnotU be applied to the 
following parts of programmes, which students must therefore normally attempt: (i) any 
FHEQ Level 6 or FHEQ Level 7 assessments in an ordinary bachelors, honours bachelors, 
medical degrees, or Integrated Masters degree programme; (ii) more than 50% of the 
assessed credit of non-degree undergraduate awards. 

32. Exemptions from requirements associated with teaching and learning will normally 
reflect approved assessment exemptions. 

33. Where appropriate, the period of study may be reduced pro rata for students granted 
exemption from assessment blocks in recognition of prior learning or higher education credit. 

34. A formal record shall be made of the exemptions accorded to such applicants when 
they were admitted, and of any grades assigned for the purposes of calculating the 
outcomes of awards. Such applicants shall also be notified in writing regarding the 
exemption decisions. 

35. Where a prior award of the University is used to provide partial exemption from a new 
award’s requirements, the prior award must normally be rescinded before conferral of the 
new award. Where only partial credit of the prior award is used in this way, the Academic 
Registrar shall advise on the need to rescind the prior award. 

Individual variations to programmes, changes to modes of study and transfers, extensions 
and abeyances 
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41. Students wishing to enter a period of abeyance 
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reassessment to which they are entitled, do not meet the minimum requirements for 
satisfactory completion of a Level, shall be required to withdraw from the programme. 

64. The maximum grade which will be awarded in any assessment block subject to 
reassessment is the threshold grade (D- in FHEQ Level 4, 5 and 6 and C- in FHEQ Level 7 
assessment). If a reassessment involves direct assessment of threshold attainment, this 
shall be indicated on the transcript. 

65. Where a student achieves a lower standard in reassessment than in first 
assessment, the higher grade  and -
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APPENDICES:  REGULATIONS FOR PROGRESSION AND AWARD (Award -specific)  

APPENDIX A:  Honours Bachelors Degrees 

Progression  requirements  (Foundation  Year) 

A1. The requirements for progression 
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requirement has not been met, is defined in A6 below. 

A6. Where a student has met all requirements for the award of a particular classification 
of an honours bachelors degree other than the minimum GPA requirement, a strict 
borderline mechanism will be employed that takes into account the weighted credit volume 
of grades in the class (as defined in 2.46 above) or better, such that the Minimum Weighted 
GPA requirement for each classification is modified as follows: 

 

Honours Bachelors Degree Classification Borderline  Mechanisms  

Volume  of  grades  (weighted  by assessment 
block credit value Uand U by Level weighting) 

in Class or better  

Class  
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B8. For an integrated masters degree, the weighting of Levels in the profile of grades and 
grade-point average for the determination of award and classification shall be: 

�x FHEQ Level 4: no weighting; 

�x FHEQ Level 5: 1/5; 

�x FHEQ Level 6: 2/5; 

�x FHEQ Level 7: 2/5. 

B9. The minimum requirements for the award of an integrated masters degree and for 
each classification of degree are defined as follows: 

 

Integrated

I n t e g r a t e d
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Integrated Masters Degree Classification Borderline  Mechanisms  

Volume  of  grades  (weighted  by assessment 
block credit value Uand U 
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APPENDIX C: Ordinary  Bachelors Degrees 

Progression requirements:  entry  to  FHEQ Level  5 

C1. 
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APPENDIX D: Diploma  of  Higher  Education and Certificate  of  Higher  Education  

Completion  of  Final  Level  and recommendation for  award  

D1. A profile of credit at each Level studied shall be prepared for each student, derived 
from the credit values of the assessment blocks (as specified in the Outline of each 
assessment block). 

D2. The requirements for an award of Certificate of Higher Education shall be a profile of 
120 Credits at FHEQ Level 4, which includes: 

�x No credit at Grade F; 

�x No more than 40 credits achieved in Grade Band E (E+, E, E-); 

�x No core credit below D-. 

D3. The requirements for the award of Diploma of Higher Education shall be a profile of 
120 Credits at each Level (240 credits in all), which at each Level includes: 

�x No credit at Grade F; 

�x No more than 40 credits achieved in Grade Band E (E+, E, E-); 

�x No core credit below D-. 
 

For  students  commencing study under  these  Regulations  before September  2010 
(D4 applies)  

D4. When considering the eligibility of a student registered for a programme leading to 
a degree for the intermediate award of a Certificate of Higher Education or Diploma of 
Higher Education, all assessments (including assessments designated core for the 
relevant degree) will normally be regarded as non-core. Assessments which are to be 
considered core when considering the eligibility of a student for the award of a Certificate 
of Higher Education or Diploma of Higher Education will be specified in the relevant 
programme specification. 
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APPENDIX E: Foundation Degrees 

Progression  requirements (FHEQ Level  4) 

E1. The minimum requirement for the satisfactory completion of FHEQ Level 4 of a 
Foundation degree is: 

�x No credit at Grade F; 

�x No more than 40 credits achieved in Grade Band E (E+, E, E-); 

�x No core credit below D-. 

Completion  of  Final  Level  and recommendation for  Awards 

E2. A profile of grades and a grade-point average (GPA) will be prepared for each 
student, derived from the marks or grades assigned by the assessors and assured by the 
relevant Panel of Examiners for each assessment block. The weighting applied to each 
assessment block in the profile and grade-point average shall be derived from the credit 
values  
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Foundation Degree Class  Borderline  Mechanism  
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