SENATE REGULATION 5: Research Degrees
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POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH DEGREE PROGRAMMES

These Regulations are effective from 1 September 2017 for all research degree students
and should be read in conjunction with the Code of Practice for Research Degrees which
sets out mandatory policies and procedures under Senate Regulation 5.

Standards

1. Doctoral degrees (FHEQ level 8) are awarded to candidates who have
demonstrated:

a) the creation and interpretation of new knowledge, through original research or
other advanced scholarship, of a quality to satisfy peer review, extend the
forefront of the discipline, and merit publication;

b) asystematic acquisition and understanding of a substantial body of knowledge
which is at the forefront of an academic discipline or area of professional
practice;

c) the general ability to conceptualise, design and implement a project for the
generation of new knowledge, applications or understanding at the forefront of
the discipline, and to adjust project design in the light of unforeseen problems;

d) adetailed understanding of applicable techniques for research and advanced
academic enquiry.

2. Research Masters degrees (FHEQ level 7) are awarded to candidates who have
demonstrated:

a) a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current
problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront
of their academic discipline, field of study or professional practice;

b) acomprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research
or advanced scholarship;

c) originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical
understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used
to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline;

d) aconceptual understanding that enables a critical evaluation of current
research, advanced scholarship and methodologies in the discipline; and where
appropriate, to propose new hypotheses.

3. A candidate for any research degree is required to demonstrate appropriate
organisation and presentation of his/her material in the thesis, including clarity of expression
and written style. It must be in the English language, and must be suitable for publication,
either as submitted or suitably abridged.

4, A candidate for a research degree may present evidence of knowledge,
understanding and, in the case of doctoral candidates, originality, through the medium of
creative work. This might include, but is not limited to, the submission of, for example, a
portfolio of substantial musical composition; an original literary text written specifically for the
degree; evidence of research in the form of practical performance in drama and/or dance; or
an artefact. In all such cases, the submission must be supported by a scholarly text
indicating how the creative work fulfils, or contributes towards, the requirements for award.
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11. The period of candidature shall be determined from the date of registration and
registration will lapse at the end of the maximum period of candidature, after which no

submission can be made unless
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c)

d)

shall, if appropriate, set out reasons why no viva voce should be held,;

shall be confidential to the Examination Panel members;

33. Viva voce examinations shall normally take place within three months of the date of
the submission of the thesis. The candidate will be required to present themselves for the
viva voce examination.

Recommendations of the Examiners

34. The Examiners shall make a joint written report to Senate on the examination of the
candidate and may make any of the following recommendations:

a)

b)

Where all the Examiners are in agreement that the thesis does not meet the
standards for the award and that the degree not be awarded, in exceptional
circumstances, they may make a recommendation to that effect, without
requiring the candidate to defend the thesis in a viva voce.

If the thesis meets the standards for the award, and the candidate has satisfied
the Examiners at the viva voce examination, the Examiners may recommend
the award of the relevant degree.

If the thesis meets the standards for award but requires minor amendments,
and if the candidate satisfies the Examiners in all other parts of the
examination, the Examiners may, in writing, require the candidate to make such
amendments to the thesis as will satisfy them within a maximum period of six
months. Extensions to the maximum amendment period may be approved by
the College if there are accepted extenuating circumstances. The examiner(s)
will normally complete the review of the
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Appeals

Appeals against the decisions of the Examiners shall only be permitted in
accordance with Senate Regulation 12.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY BY PUBLISHED
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51. The candidate shall be required to provide the following information along with the
final submission for examination:

a) adeclaration that the submission is not substantially the same as any that s/he
has previously made or is currently making, either in published or unpublished
form, for an award of any university or similar institution;

b) astatementregarding which, if any, parts of the submission have previously
been submitted for any such award;

c) adeclaration that, until the outcome of the
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SR5(b) JOINT RESEARCH DEGREES

Award of the Joint Degree

67.
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